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of soda, which could be used at a reasonable cost, would
have any important effect on the combustibility of oil-
soaked sawdust.
Type of Feed System. The multiple-feed system for
supplying cutting oil to machines when properly arranged
is preferable to the individual feed. With the multiple feed
it is possible to locate the main storage tank outside of
important buildings and therefore greatly reduce the
amount of'oil inside the buildings. This advantage, it is
believed, more than offsets the objection to the introduction
of oil-filled pipes in buildings.
Prevention of Oil Splashing. A great deal of improve-
ment is possible in the matter of preventing oil from get-
ting on the floor by the provision of proper oil guards. In
some classes of automatic machines it is not possible to
keep all the splash from reaching the floor, but in many
cases this can be done, and in all cases the greater part of
the splash can be caught. Oil-tight receptacles for the
finished pieces should be provided, and these should be
located as near the machine as practicable. Drains or
troughs should also be arranged to catch the drip when the
pieces are being conveyed from the machine to the box.
The pumps on individual feed systems should be given
attention by locating them over the oil pans, and keeping
the stuffing-boxes in good condition, or providing adequate
guards.
Starting of Fires. The hazard resulting from the use
of large quantities of cutting oils depends to a considerable
extent on the character of the oil and the condition of the
floor. If a straight cutting oil is used, a fire cannot be
readily started with a match or a small quantity of burning
waste. Where straight cutting oil has leaked through from
the floor above to the ceiling, a fire can be started from a
comparatively small source, whereas without oil no fire
would result from the same cause. Fires could not be
started from a match or small .quantity of oily waste on
floors, even where the floors were covered with -as much
as 50 per cent of kerosene mixed with cutting oil. In ceil-